
Coatham CE Primary School – Year 5 and 6 Progression 
 Year 5 Year 6 
Locational 
Knowledge 
 
 

Use maps atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping (Google 
Earth) to locate the countries of South America. 
Make connections between the Equator, the Tropics and South 
America. 
Identify the largest areas in South America and the deserts/plains. 
Compare 2 regions in South America (rural/urban). 
Look at time zones. 

Use maps. Atlases, globes etc to locate key features including 
coasts, erosion, mountains and rivers. 
Understand how they have changed over time. 

Place  
Knowledge 
 
 

Look at key physical and human characteristics of a river in South 
America. 
Look at how land use has changed over time. 

Look at key physical and human geography of an area recently 
affected by a natural disaster. 

Human & 
 Physical 
Geography 
 

Study of rivers and water cycle: 
- Use language of rivers 
- Explain and present process of rivers 
- Compare how river use has changed over time 
- Research and discuss how water effects the environment, 

settlement, environmental change and sustainability 
- Identify trade links around the world 
- Look at shipping methods for fair trade products 

Study of Earthquakes/natural disasters: 
- Describe and explain the process of natural disasters 
- Draw conclusions about the impact of natural disasters 

through a study of photographs, population numbers and 
other primary sources 

Geographical 
Skills and 
Enquiry 
 
 

Use 4 figure grid references 
Local River Study (Tees): 
- Observe land/river features 
- Compare and contrast rivers past and present 
- Look at measurements of rivers 

Use 6 figure grid references 
Local Area Study (traffic): 
- Conduct a traffic survey of local main road (tally, types of 

vehicles, traffic flow at different times of the day, parking 
problems etc) 

- Ask geographical questions 
- Compare with another main road close to a school 
- Draw conclusions 

 


